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My 2 name is Phere Jean d'Huac, and "fas born in the 
Chinese town of Cholon at the end of august, 1928, though it 
was not until my nineteenth birthday that rT took very much 
interegt in anything but my purely personal affairs. 

There were, in our part of Cholon, & number of Japanese 


residents, quite a ton of whom | had a working idiowledge of both | 


The family name was Murata, ie ¥ 

I was particularly friendly with Hori, and whenever we had 
the opportunity we used to take a tramride into the blg nelgh- 
bouring French city of Saigon. We never paid a fare because we 
were also friends of the tram conductor. 

It was in the summer of 1940 that I first heard of the 
Japanese plans tor occupying French Indo-China. France had 
just fallen to the Germans and the French Commander-in-Chief 
in Indo-China was known to be very sympathetic to the Vichy 


ead 
a 


regime, 


The Japanese community in the twin cities of Saigon-Cholon 


must have numbered about 50c0, and suddenly the word went round 
-that the Japanese Foreign Minister was arranging to send garrison 
troops to Indo-China in order to forestall any trouble and to 
protect the people from warlike threats which, it was said, were 
to be expected from Britain or America, or from one or other of 


the Liberation armies which were at the disposal of the vritish 
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Government, or from the MOY. uropean refugees who were duilding 
action groups in the United States and were planning to come 
back and free their countries from the axis forces, 

The same week, ner and I were walking down the Rue Catinat 
in Saigon and were ‘on the point of turning own a side street in 
order to work our way back to the dock area, when we were drawn 
aside toa public meeting at the main entrance to the Hotel 
Vontinental, Speakers were advocating the creation of a free 
Indo-China movement to take over the responsibilities of the 
Government fruiwa eae destroyed and dying France, 

That was surprising was the presence of quite a group of 
Frenchmen who were appiaddiae all these ideas, 

Before we could move away from this gathering, we haa asreed 
to sign our names to a register which was being prepared by a 
group called the Vietminh, and which was collecting signatures 
from any persons who would be willing to support a new political 
party designed to save the country from a sell-out to the Japan- 
ese, | 

My friend Hori did not diaclose the fact that he was a 
Japanese citizen but also Sisned with me, 

Upon our return home, we discovered that Hori's father had 
left town without any warning, in order to attend a very import- 
ant meeting of his compatriots at the seaside town of Uap st 
Jacques, bout forty miles down river from Saigon. 

Soon rumours were rife that the Japanese fleet would be 
arriving and sinena tek Cone were being made to billet Nippon 


soldiers, tach Japanese familly was asked to receive as man 


soldiers into it as there were members of the family. 


A] 
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five soldiers - were being two sons, en adopted daughter and 
the father and mother. 

Old Murata himself peceue busier than ever, because he ran 
a snall vegetable business ande® the name of Bambu Brothers and 
4t was evident that he would be called upon to supply the Japan- 
ase forces with fresh produce from the day that they arrived. 


For NL p29’ ese troops, the most essential thing is a well- 


a 


“pallanced diet contalning a regular amount of fresh vegetables 


end. rice bran a ‘gafeguard theia ageinet berli- beri, which was 


apparently the iain threat to their health, 

For six months these preparations went on, not in any 
tlandestine fashion, but quite openly. Then, all at once tyrings 
began to Rappen. 

First the French commander, Adairal Decoux made an official 
pronouncement, which was broadcast over Saigon radio and publishai 
prominently in the press. 

He declared that French Indo-China could not be expected to 
survive alone in a hostile world and that therefore after careful 
consideration he had decided to invite the soldiers of Nippon to 
come and protect the country. 


'Purthermore, ' he said, ' we must develop our trade tokmm the 


mutual advantage of our two great people’, and consequently, he 


had decided that the best possible way to do this would be for 
Indo-China to be made a full member of the Co-Prosperity Sphere 
of Greater South-"Tast Asia. Thus, overnight, the ancient and 


glorious land of my fathers had been sold out to a foreign race. 
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I immediately went and found Nori and told him the news which 
I had heard over, Saigon radio. He already knew all about it, xg 
that morning the first party of Japanese had arrived at Paigon dy 
@lr from Japan and were now staying at the Governor General's 
Palace, ) | 

As had been, planned, the Japanese would pe sending troops 
to garrison all the bly coastal towns of the country, and the 
first battaldon was arriving on the Yokohana cara due ofl Cap 
St Jacques in a natter of Gays. | 


My rextis reaction to this gudden turn of. events WES to 


Beek out ‘sone Chines: friends who ran a fleet. of, river sampans 
and had contr ‘o} of most of the traffic by canal pron Cholon to 
the Mekong River eStats 

I knew that ar there was to be a resistance movement, then 
it would have created Some secure bases in the comparative peace 
and renoteneas of Caibodia, and I felt that the old Chinese 
river traders would be the people to have most information on - 


the matter, 


Hy 
i 


True enough, _I was directed from one Vhinese trader to 
another, until eventually i was given an Annamite pass to enter 
& restricted area at Mytho in southern Cochin-vhina. 

I told Hori about this and he said thet he would come with 
me, notwithstanding his nationality. Ye said that he could 
easily pass as an Annanite, having been born in the country and 
Rpgank speaking the monosyllabic lansuase like a native. 

It was avery wet day, raining cats and dogs, when we went 


down to the canal and emberked on a sgiall river boat to start 


our journey. In the back of the boat we were given seats, and 
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is name Was pre Pierre and it turned out that he was a 

Free French supporter of General de Gaulle and hud decided to 
go into hiding untLd the day when he could return to Maigon and 

oust the foolish Vichy Government which was now hand in glove 


with the Japanese. As a measure of his vood raith he had brought 


with him 5000 plastres which represented his life's nav inee apart 


from a house which he owned and had deft behind. Be. haa been 


& senior nan working ina eetpyand in valgon, 


At Mytho we ‘were met by ‘two young Apacs: earls, who could 


do nothing else but speak about the coming revolution. They 
spent fully quarter of an hour telling us about this before we 
were able to gain any practical instructions from then, 

Horl, whose same we had changed to Wong Than was not rec- 
ognized as a Japanese, and we were allowed to remain tosether 
for the next part af ean Journey which led us into the delta 
region of the Mekong river system. 

It took us two days of meandering in sinall boats to locate 
our destination - a well-constructed fishing camp more or less 
hidden by very tall grass which almost encircled it, 

Not only was this fishing village in touch with events 
throughout Souther Indo-China, but it was also in radio com- 
munication with friends further north along the coast of Annan, 
and through then with other friends in the Ked Delta region of 
Tonkin. The equipment was of American inanufacture and had been 
purchased chron ne in Bangkok, from where it had been 


PRNOM- Penn. 
brought overland via Battambany and Baon-penh, 


This little fishing camp hidden away among'st the tall 
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‘who was 


ne my home for: four years, 
& country-wide intelligence Sy¥St0en, UBlig ag eo cua eue dn ) 


main t towns people of all nationa@ities. 


Chinese working for me 


Saigon nostly Annan.ted, 


Wo sort aevoas tea 


aren better aati ae Thewna, “te pginte all ee 


v henéquarters. in the 


28808 which cover ao 


& 


an Hanoi, I had two 


in Hue, an old Ulamese trader, 


though there waa one invaluable 


rt 
heh 


€ 


to all parte or Hastern Indo-China 


Ea 


In! Hone our mo chinese tre lends 


4 


ount Terauyehi, ihe Japere: 


Pa Pe - pea ye 
an iad, 4 aus wit ESTE 


Pay ek 4 
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the Japanese and against the Vichy Gavernment. 
very quickly aealt with by the Japanese army, and all the French 
residents (almost twenty thousand) in Southern Indo-China were 
confined to one or ‘two residential areas, and the #rench (Vichy) 
Government was depored, Dad aw lulid Ga ef aff Minna poi Coa Linleh 
» Dai lak nal ae py ee ee be Fintiacidh ae tuak © 
A We received an invitation to form a government at once, 
and this was done ad ed within two days. A shadow cabinet 
was in any ‘case already in existence and full plans had long 7 
since been made ‘for sust this eventuality: 
To our aienay, we soon discovered that the Vichy French 
had sold almost every major asset which was in Indo-China to 
the Japanese. “the latter, in turn, had simply taken possession 
of the currency printing nachines and at a place called ven Cat, 
noth of Saigon, thay had proceeded to print as many 500 piastre 
noted as they required. No one except the French Rad anything 
worth seria: Ete) ‘that all these plastres came into the hands 
of the French, at ‘Least initially. The french even sold things 
which were not their own to sell, such as the big Shell fuel 
and installations ‘down the Saigon River, subsequently bombed 
by American ihoskator oupe re: 
Conaequentiy. when inflation enveloped everything, the 

French iid not suite er unduly as they had ample plastres to 
keep pace with rising prices, but not so the Chinese and 
Annamites who  gurtered iimmensely. There were, of course some 
excépthons, particularly among the wealthy Chinese business 
community in Cholon (there were Scour tens hundred thousand 


Chinese in cholon at the time), some of whom accumulated great 


fortunes fron ss aeons in the black market. They usually 
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were eventually glad to sell in exchange for a Boerne roe food 
supply. | 

In Saigon, we took over the Palais de Justice, and the 
minor courts and ran them tolerably well; we occupied the dock 
area, and euccererurty ran the Cold Storage and the port transport 
in addition to all the other municipal duties, such as the oper- 
ation of the power house, the rukn running of the Postal Services 
(we printed our own liberation stumps) and the sanitary services, 
We carried out ail these tasks efficiently, and even attended 
to the repair of some of the roads, Baad (het amare me aang tf Chives 

We managed to restore & measure of public transport, getting 
some old trams to work, and improved the food supply immeasurably, 
as we had the confidence of all the country peoples, who again 
resumed shipments of rice, fresh vegetables and fish in large 
enough quantities bo feed every community. The Letals population 
was deta: rib tide ot half a million, quite apart from the 
Japanese and their war prisoners, who probably totalled another 
hundred thousand between them, | 

We noticed that the Japanese were still relying upon bambu 
Brothers for ene er ere and a roaring- business they had | 


bullt up in the intervening years. ole man Murata had been ie 


listed into the Jepanese army on the Commissariat side, and nis | 


son Yoshi had taken control of & mixed unit of transport, wostly 
old vehicles brought from Japan - Nissan and Toyoda trucks, or 
the type with éollaparbie sides, and often kept going through 

the cann&balizing of English, American and French vehicles which 


had been captured in one or other part of South-east Asia. 
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Hong Than (Hori) was sent up to Hanoi, so that the chance 
: : pf rk’ adliy Minaashio a 5 
of his being recognized would be avoided. Thing. th ote veil Mela Lig 
doh wuepn he Bore rm ve eos a a Fao «a- And 
by Bg, the beginning of September 1945 when we knew that the 
free nations of the mon xe. would be coming to disarm the Japan- 
ke Varo Lon a 
ese and send then back to the land of the Rising st, we felt 
ourselves to te well in the saddle of government, and we were 
full of hope for a bright futube, having managed to survive the 
tricky period imnediately following upon the collapse of Japan. 
We learnt from our radio that the british Commander in 
Burma would te sending a division of Indian troops to occupy 
our country. This seemed to be the best possible news as we 
all had a pretty good notion of the Indian position and we were 


convinced that any country which was going itself to become 


self-governing after a lony period of tutelage would never 


a 
hinder the march of freedom in/xsa neighbourirg land ln very 


eimilar circumstances. 

Accordingky, when the first Gurkha iboops arrived in selgon 
by air, we welcomed then as fellow liberators. %e arranged for 
th- population to line the streets from the alrport to the 
Cathedral Squere. Sveryone carried flags (not tricolours) aad 
bannere proclaiming ‘in Hn,lish their welcome to the ui- eri.tors 
from Tyranny, to the Fighters for “reedom and to the Indians 
and the Dritish ane No the Americana, who had won the war for the 
liberty of nations great and amavas 

But most banners had @ little note at the bottom which 
read ‘We have no room for the French’ or words to that effect. 

ve were es pee the terms of reference of the Allied 


Troops, at that tae under the command of a British Brigadier, 


CPYRGHT ; 10. 
: | t9 maintain Taw and order, and Secondly, to 
and concentrate 
disarm/the Japanese surrendered personnel prior to making 
arrangements for their transference back to Japan. 
Seven isu y bungalows belonging to a wealthy chinese 
millionaire and his aix sons were placed at ‘the aiaposal of 
the Indlan troops - all forerunners of the main body which was 
coming more slowly by sea, | | 
These Lroops were & part of the 20th Indian Division, which 
had had a very fine record in Burma, having among ‘st oEne® things 


battered the Japanese and Division, the remnants of which were 


ab the this time stationed in Saigon. We trusted this division 


to maintain law and order and to clear the country of Japanese 


and other foreigners, | 
For a few days, all seemed to be eatin very well, at least 
in Southern Indo-China, In the North, dora came from Hanot that 
the Chinese. (Nat Lonalists) were occupying the whole of Tonkin, 
There was ine no trouble there, | 
4Uowever, we were informed smately that the & French smta 
interneed@ were pressing the British Brigade Commander for arms 
and acuunition, in order ‘to protect inenselves ndequavety from 
poBcible terrorist action’ » so they said. After considerable 
‘debate | about making an issue of weapons to civi L4an/invernees — 
and not without ‘gone daubt, it appeared that. ‘the. Brigade Com= i ie 
mander agreed te ener to give these Frenchmen « a few rifles 
and a small quantity ‘of amaunition » Simply as a »rotective 
measure, The strongest point in favour of this policy, WAS, 


apparently, the realization that the maintenance of law and 


order mainly rested (indeed, almost entirely rested upon the 
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It was folt that a few armed Eee crnes might be useful af any 
trouble did arise. | hae 

Meanwhile, the Annambte soveramens sarried on. With its duties 
in full ‘epoperntion with the Allied troops” ‘and quite competently, 


on a Sunday in the last week oe Soptember 1945, I was with 


followed by several shote. ee ran out | Anto the courtyara and Was 


me 


met by a “stream ote abuse from ‘two nara bea ded, Frenchmen in a 


aa jor, bublaings 


of the town, ar 
|fdying high over Ct Governor General's Ov r the General 


# Busines prenises, 


_the next day, 
‘surprise. — 
acti 
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millionaire's bun, Eats ( they were in fact three Storey buildings) | 


and our meetings were held against a backeloth of the Union Jack, 

We still had faith that the British would not let us down, 
despite the fact that their policy towards India was not yet 
clarified, Had we not been told that they would maintain law 
and order? And was not this a breach of the peace which they 
were res;:onslible at for restoring? Were they not in all pro- 
bability going to grant India her independence, and were not 
thee troops entirely (but for inmost of the officers and a few 
British other ranks) Indian? 

But our hopes were not as well founded as we had thought, 
and finally we declined to continue with the negotiations until 
it was clearly recognized that we were in fact the lawful gover- 
nment of Indo-China, and that if the french wished to stay, then 
they would have to negotiate with us after, but not before, 
relinquishing their hold on the main public buildings. 

Several British officers of the British arny told us that 


they would have liked to have supported us, but that their 


instructions from tre British Foreign Office were to the effect 


that they should assist the French to regain control in Indo-China, 

This decision was reported to have resulted fron &@ private 
agree nent between the british Foreign Minister, and the exmneh 
Varrixn @£fkeR Quai a! Orsal, whereby the oritish had agreed to 
support the “rench in Indo-China, so long as the the French gave 
up any Yopes they eine be entertilaning of a return to Syrla and 
Lebanon. 

voneunrenthy, the British would use their good offices in 


Chungking, to VAeienee Chiang Kai-Shek to withdraw his troops 
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from Northern $ndo china, where the french feared ‘that he nad 
ideas ‘of renaining indefinitely, having regard to the edvanta 4 
of controlling Haiphong port as an outlet for the Yunnan allway, 
| We called pnts the secret Treaty of Paris, but At was no 
taushing nett ver tor our freedoa ovement. That nad happened, 
fact, was that the British Indian troops, pernape. unwittingly, 

: perhaps intentionally, had formed a bridgehead for the. “rench, 
who would now find it fairly easy to land a new PAPO CAL onary. 
force An the country, and so veconguer the plua or bheir empire 
_ Insurrection. : 

What had begun as a liberation movement WAS now burned 
into a case of insurrection, and the Mable Was, merase 
accordingly by the french, | 

‘The month of Ogtober 1945 Saw tragedy sweep the. Jana, 

Our naveonaliee. movenent was Suppressed ruthlessly by. the 
Allied forces, most ot nook were Indian at this tine, and 
by, of all people, the Japanese army. 


Instead of disarming the Japanese surrendered personnel 


and CoP CER UE SANS then into a ‘small area ready for movement 


by seA back to Japan, they were now rearmed and deployed 
asainst the Annanites. 

In some cases they were issued with Bitish three inch 
mortars, which the Japanese had themselves captured in Malaya 


; 


in 1941, 5. ee 

The Japanese. several ceeiaiaene of then were moved to 
strategic points in the defence perimeter established around 
the twin cities gf B9igon-Cholon, 

Japanese battalions aa a major attacks by 


our Vietminh forces, ‘meanwhile French troops were brought into 
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the briagorena,, aboard Prench: ana British ships. 
Or were they i French troops? Several deserters joined 
us towards the ond of 1945, and they were Germans “who ‘had 
been. captured | th ‘tne Tester Desert, “and, “no quest 13 asked, 
had enlisted into the French Foreign ‘Geeton “Their officers 
were Fronohaan, 2odined @ at St oyry “put few of ‘the men were - 
French, . ee 


fe sea to bo ‘on ‘triendly terms with | a Socialist editor © 
in eae one + aay, German troops ‘took ~iiicenadk tel eyiata 


“often sat alent, these foreien Legionaries: “would fire 
automatic weapons into the top ‘stories of the main “buildings, 
sinply out of sheer joy and merriment, “© 99) 9) 


‘e: 
one, group of Hrench troops which arrived in ee om 


Fi Pao 8 


“Grenade ‘throwing i ‘steosttdes on as ie ais ‘eddie | 


gommonplace occurences, 
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(corsespontents, _one of a 


| Geneva, Admiral “Mterry at Argentica, they were ‘sent out ‘of the 
country post nak because they had seen some “ot ‘these atrocities 
and their aftermath and were declared to, be hostile to. the rench 

| cute | - ee ee | 
| Saigon was in fact Nebelzel, and at least Eau ing the hours of 
darkness, , no ‘garopsen 0 or Indian troops sould move safely. 

During November and December 1945, efforts » were made by the 
defenders to push out into the Seuntevaide snd to assist with this, 
several Amerioan, Army Landing craft (Lst) were ‘wrought | into use- 
being partioulerly valuple on the inland waterways, 

We made several, serious mistakes, chiefly ‘through | trying to ow 
fight pitched ‘battles against the mich superior fire power of the ne 
defenders, but we never lost the mora 1 support of the Ammanite and 
Chinese population. ‘ 

Meanwhile, the ost serious ae which happened was “the | 
devaluation of the Plastre. on. the ‘face efit ‘this. was. a a reasonable 
step for ‘the French to ‘take. “They devalued rr a dp 
notes by 40%, ‘bat only ‘hace acces: printed tn Indo-China S aoees! 
printed in France are not affected. As was sensible, they 
announced the devaluation to the general public on a Saturday . 
afternoon, when the banks had closed for the week- end, bate detrtstitem, 


Pvacde tape ertanr tent tobecigs Suteniome Deposits in the 


bank were nee affected. 
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This move His jamue i the new French administrator, a man 
named Cedille, who thereby became particularly unpopular with those 
Free Frenth ami Ammanites (and some Chinese too) who had never 
trusted the banking sy atem during the Japanese occupation, but hed 
kept their savings in old hiding places, such as the proverbial 
stocking. One of the rections of this move was a strike of the 
Chinese boatmen along the canals. 

Meanwhile, the British Indian Army troops were gradually 


handing over their duties to the incoming French and Foreign 


Legion men. 

However, they had saved Saigon for the return of a French 
Government, and they iad Also saved Saigon from starvation through 
the development of some inter=sting systems of supply. For 
exemple, they brougtit fresh fish into the town by canal. The fish 
wers kept alive in the ‘flooded bottoms of the barges. These 
purchases were made possible through the operation of a clever 
Chinese millionaire, who, once a week, was flown into Pnon-penh 
by a Japanese pilot of. the Kamikaze squadron. He carried a large 
sun of money with which aie ag pee Cambodian merohants aoe 
to be shipped to Saigon by canal. We allowed these cargoes to go 
through, as En Y were eae by Japanese ep earee 

We were not ‘suffietently au felt with the true position to know 
whether or not Japanese parties were for or against us, and as they 
had only been deployed against us on limited sectors it was not 
always clear whether or not they should be given freedom to pass 
through out barriers. On the canals they had the benefit of our 


doubts. 
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We were highly amused to ‘lear on our agents in Saigon that 
the French troops arrived without ooh as 8 day' s landing rations , 
but they made up tor this py andi ng a ship ‘load of ‘red Algerian wine 
which they then tried to barter wi’ \h the British. 
Such food, wey eerie, as Le given to the Frenoh forces by 
“the British, invariably found tts way into the black market, which 
flourished in the besieged area of Saigon. 
- Unfortunstely, we soon dt scovered that the French aid not plan 
dy on any ration system but to ‘live off the land, from which 
seized livestock and poultry, and even =. up sweet potatoes, 


ther » vogatables é . 


the ae seca on the vattle front with better 
» equipment, G. weapons - tronically this was “ound to ve lend-lease 
A 


‘ymaterial i ve mer A. We had always counted upon the perp and 


pathy of Me ‘lerdcans. 


Yell PE 
Had pot the “iaer Rone given the PhiMepines complete a 
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and green sini uniforms, left behind by the British. 
Thus it was that g and my colleagues became !rebels' and thus i 
4s that we will ‘continue to sacrificepur comfirts and our lives for a 
_oause which we believe to be just. | If there is any justice left 
in the world today, then we shall be heard fairly in the end, 
Our neighbours are all independent - Thailand to the immediate 
Weat, which country has never known what it is to be under colonial 
rule. Burma 41so to the West, a country which is now utterly free 
from colonial rule. To the East lie the Philippine Islanis which 
have become tree, and not so far away to the South 1s Indonesia 
which 1s now a free country. While to the North, the Colonial 
Powers renounced their extra territorial rights in China. 
Are we sions to be kept under the subjugation of a nation whioh| 


' gold us to the Japanese? Are we to be content: with “the ‘status of a 


~“ 


puppet regime? 
| Did the Indians renain satisfied with cae suggéstion that they 
should have a semi-independent atatua under the ostensible’ rule of 
the Mahara jehs? Then why Bao Dait 

You will say thet many of us are Commnists, that is so, but 
our people have Lived for generations in’ “eommunal groups whose 
produce did not Zo to ‘enrich the individual but for the benefit of 
the entire community, usually a village. ‘What examples of 
capitalism have ‘the people seen in recent years? They have seen 
Chinese aliens making fortunes out of the black market,and from 
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‘ii Saceneses: “fy mre neontnesc tat Cedil¥e déptive hinest at 
| | Madly, CLS BE 8% Acotunag pers: gay sx, gaze trent FrEnetx 
optossnsn Yost eobiey. As thttZer 
_ Now, all eyes are upon our country, and so they should be, to 
warn the world of wires perpetrated and wrongs which can be done 
‘to any nation, whether great or small, if the propaganda and censor 
machines are formidable enough. 
| Almost any issue can be clouded by these means, and the world 


will have to pay for it _ if necessary by more yesrs of war and 
‘death and destruction. | 


You might think we are mortal enemies of the French - not so, 
we are great admirers of many things from and of France, and we 
have many Frenchmen who are in sympathy with our cause. 
One day, the truth will out, it has a way of doing so, and 
if this short account is the small opening upon that truth then 
it will have been justified. | 
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